
Zarlink Semiconductorôs range of tools 
that simplify the design of hands-free communi-
cation systems includes car kits, speakerphones 
and home automation systems. Complementing 
Zarlinkôs platform of hands-free voice-process-
ing solutions, these design tools include a full 
evaluation board, mini-evaluation board and a 
plug-and-test diagnostic kit. 

Zarlinkôs hands-free voice-processing 
evaluation board provides interfaces to con-
nect to PSTN line, cell phone, PC audio port, 
handset and speaker drivers. The evaluation 
board is controlled by an easy-to-use graphic 
user interface (GUI). Zarlink software can 
be directly interfaced to the customerôs own 
platform.

The mini-evaluation board is smaller than 
a business card, and ýts directly into most 
plastic enclosures. Manufacturers can quickly 
evaluate the performance of the hands-free 
voice-processing solution in their existing 
plastic design.

Zarlink also offers the ZLE38000 plug and 
test diagnostic tool kit and software to measure 
key performance parameters, including echo 
proýle, frequency response, signal level, and 
total harmonic distortion. The diagnostic tool 
kit and software provides manufacturers with 
a real-time evaluation of voice-processing 
performance.
Zarlink Semiconductor
(613) 592-0200
www.zarlink.com

Microsemiôs power solution modules 
series for high-power L-band pulsed-radar 
applications consists of three model types: 

the 1214-800P, 1214-700P1 and 1214-550P.  
They provide 50 ɋ input and output fully 
matched across the 1200 MHz to 1400 MHz 
band. These class C modules are designed for 
peak power outputs greater than 550 W, 700 W 
and 800 W at 50% collector efýciency, under 
a medium-pulse format of 300 ɛs, 10% long-
term duty cycle. High-power gain is greater 
than 8 dB. Sized at 3.2 in. x 2.0 in. x 0.21 in., 
the units are now available.
Microsemi
(800) 713-4113
www.microsemi.com

Ansoft has released HFSS v11, which 
features technology that delivers even greater 
accuracy, capacity and performance. HFSS 
v11 includes higher-order hierarchical basis 
functions combined with an iterative solver 
that provides accurate ýelds using smaller 
meshes and more efýcient solutions for large 
multiwavelength structures. A new fault-tol-
erant, high-quality ýnite element-meshing 
algorithm allows HFSS to simulate complex 
models two to ýve times faster using half of  
the memory compared to previous versions.

HFSS is a powerful tool for 3-D full-wave 
electromagnetic ýeld simulation, a critical as-
pect in designing high-performance electronic 
devices that are more portable, smaller and 
operate at higher frequencies. These devices 
include RF/microwave components, on-chip 
passives, PC board interconnects, antennas 
and IC packages.

The dynamic link between HFSS and the 
companyôs advanced, combined frequency 
and time-domain circuit simulator Nexxim, 
and Ansoft Designer, the companyôs integrated 
schematic and design management front-end, 
creates a powerful electromagnetic-based 
design þow. This design þow enables users 
to merge complex, highly nonlinear transis-
tor-level circuits with 3-D full-wave accurate 
component models to solve challenging high-
performance electronic designs.

HFSS v11 is available on Microsoft Win-
dows 2000 Professional, Windows XP Profes-
sional, Windows XP x64 Edition, Windows 
Server, Red Hat Enterprise Linuxv3, Solaris 
8 and Solaris 9.
Ansoft
(412) 261-3200
www.ansoft.com

Newer Technologyôs Guardian MAXimus 

is a low-cost FireWire and USB2 external 
RAID 1 storage solution for consumers and 
professional users. The system is an external 
storage solution that works with any computer 
that has a FireWire 400, FireWire 800 or USB2 
interface. It provides ñlive activityò backup/
data redundancy via RAID 1 hardware mirror-
ing, so that in the unlikely event of a hard drive 
failure its uninterrupted full data accessibility 
RAID-1 redundancy will ensure that there is 
no data loss. Front-panel LEDs display drive 
access and status information.

Guardian MAXimus writes the same infor-
mation in real time to two separate drives for 
a ñmirroredò copy. It also protects users from 
costly system down time and data restoring af-
ter a hard drive system crash. Features include 
up to 1.0 TB dual-drive solution, up to 64 MB 
of drive cache (32 MB per drive), and the use 
of a custom oxford 924-based bridge. Transfer 
rates for FireWire 800 are to 800 Mbps (100 
MBps), for FireWire 400 are to 400 Mbps (50 
MBps), and for USB 2.0 are to 480 Mbps (60 
MBps). Pricing is $319.99.
Newer Technology
(815) 308-7001
www.newertech.com

The Elite-AL Pro from Other World 
Computing is a 1.0 TB quad interface single 
external drive solution. Connectivity options 
for FireWire 800, FireWire 400, USB 2.0, 
and eSATA ports are supported. Accessibility 
to the data is transparent to the port interface 
used. Features include the use of the next-
generation high-speed Oxford 924 chipset 
combined with fast-drive mechanisms for  
fast single-drive transfer rates, exceeding  
80 Mbps via FireWire, and up to 150 Mbps 
via eSATA. 

The 1.0TB drive solution is compatible 
with all Apple OS versions 8.5 through 9.2.x; 
Apple OS X 10.0.3 and higher (includ-
ing OS X "Tiger" 10.4.x), Microsoft Windows 




